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cannot be guilty, the lawyer
argues. Based on five-years of
research, this fast-paced
thriller gives a sharp look at
the court system, particularly
its use of “expert witnesses”
and the clash between factual
evidence and religious faith.
Readers interested in thrillers
featuring fantastical elements
will enjoy this accessible read.
A good novel to stock in
bookstores and public
libraries.—Marie St. Pierre, 
Casper, WY
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Gato, Pablo.
El Plan Hatuey.
(The Hatuey Plan)
Spain: Editorial 
Verbigracia, dist. by 
Downtown Books. 2006.
589p. ISBN 84-934025-8-3. 
pap. $58.95. FICTION
Since 9/11, all major world 
powers have drawn up 
detailed contingency plans for 
dealing effectively with sudden 
or unprovoked attacks from 
enemy forces. Cuba is no 
exception. But what if a 
carefully delineated attack 
plan fell into the hands of a 
mentally deranged general 
with authorization to activate 
it? In El Plan Hatuey,
Telemundo reporter Gato
creates a suspenseful
masterpiece showcasing his
vast knowledge of
U.S.-Cuban-Russian relations
and a keen sensitivity to
South Florida’s Cuban
American exile experience.
Although fictional, the Hatuey
plan is nevertheless chillingly
close to the truth, as was
revealed by the former chief
of the Cuban Revolutionary
Armed Forces, Rafael del Pino
Díaz, upon defecting from
Cuba in 1987. During a series
of radio interviews, del Pino
Díaz publicly warned the U.S.
government about Cuba’s then
secret blueprints to launch an
aerial attack on South Florida’s
airports, military bases, and
nuclear plant facilities that
would spark a nuclear
holocaust. Throw into the mix
a clandestine network of
Cuban and Russian spies
operating in Miami and 24
fully-loaded Russian MIG
fighter planes, and you have
the makings of a great
international thriller with
plenty of cloak-and-dagger
action and adventure.
Strongly recommended for all
bookstores and for libraries
serving fervent
readers.—Diana Kirby, Palm 
Beach Cty. Lib. Syst., FL 
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Giraldo, Luz Mary, ed.
Cuentos y relatos de la 
literatura colombiana, 
Tomo 1.
(Short Stories and Tales 
from Colombian Literature, 
Vol. 1)
Colombia/U.S.: Fondo de 
Cultura Económica (Tierra
Firme). 2005.
ISBN 95-838-0107-0. pap. 
$32.95. STORIES

REVIEWED WITH:
Cuentos y relatos de la 

literatura colombiana, Tomo 2.
(Short Stories and Tales from 
Colombian Literature, Vol. 2)
Colombia/U.S.: Fondo de 
Cultura Económica (Tierra 
Firme). 2005. ISBN 
958-38-0109-7. pap. $32.95. 
STORIES

Renowned Colombian literary
critic Giraldo has compiled a
thorough and well-organized
collection of Colombian stories
spanning from pre-Columbian
times to the modern day and
including many of the seminal
stories of the country’s literary
tradition. Volume 1 offers
narratives from diverse
indigenous cultures, stories
and accounts written during
the colonial times, narratives
of the 19th century and the
early 20th century, all the way
to stories by Gabriel García
Márquez. In a brief but
informative introduction,
Giraldo puts each time period
in historical and cultural
context. Volume 2 explores
the narrative boom in
Colombian letters from the
1970s to today. The book is
divided into major thematic
sections, including “The City,”
“Eroticism,” and a chapter
devoted to stories for children
and young adults, which are


